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positive developments include receiving a 
March of Dimes grant for research purposes 
and obtaining funding for a program to assist 
parolees with re-entry into the community. 
With the help of contributions from the State, 
the Susan B. Koeman Foundation, and the 
banking industry, the Jersey City Family 
Health Center has established a mobile mam-
mography program. I have had the pleasure of 
working with Mr. McReynolds, and he has 
been instrumental in making much needed 
health care services a reality. I am proud to 
have secured funding for a pilot program at 
the health center, and thanks to him and his 
team, the community enjoys the benefits of a 
successful program for minorities with cancer. 

Apart from working in administration, Mr. 
McReynolds has taught as an adjunct pro-
fessor at New York University where he was 
the author of a course textbook in the Wagner 
Graduate School of Public Service. 

Born and raised in Indiana, Mr. McReynolds 
spent much of his undergraduate career 
studying and traveling abroad before grad-
uating from Wheaton College with a degree in 
English literature. He also holds a master’s 
degree in hospital administration from the 
Washington University School of Medicine. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Larry McReynolds for his impressive 
ability to spearhead and develop worthwhile 
health care programs, his drive to improve ac-
cess to vital patient services, and his passion 
to help those in need. His work has touched 
the lives of countless individuals in Jersey City 
and the greater community. I am confident 
that he will continue to have great success in 
his new position as the executive director of 
the Sunset Park Health Center Network at the 
Lutheran Medical Center in Brooklyn, New 
York, and I wish him all the best.
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Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, on 
February 28, 2002, the House Subcommittee 
on the Constitution held a legislative hearing 
on H.J. Res. 67, Representative BRIAN BAIRD’s 
proposed constitutional amendment to allow 
lawmaking by an appointed House of Rep-
resentatives following a terrorist attack. 

During the 107th Congress, a bipartisan 
working group co-chaired by then-House Re-
publican Policy Committee Chairman CHRIS-
TOPHER COX and House Democratic Policy 
Chairman Martin Frost, met regularly to dis-
cuss the issues surrounding continuity in gov-
ernment, including constitutional amendments. 
As a result of those working group meetings, 
the House passed H. Res. 559 during the 
107th Congress, expressing the sense of the 
House that each State should examine its ex-
isting procedures governing special elections 
so that, in the event of a catastrophe, vacan-
cies in the House could be filled in a timely 
fashion. Unfortunately, only one state, Cali-
fornia, responded to that request. Con-
sequently, the House responded precisely as 
the Founders would have expected the House 
to respond, namely by acting pursuant to 

Congress’s authority under the Constitution to 
ensure that the House is repopulated expedi-
tiously through elections in extraordinary cir-
cumstances. To that end, H.R. 2844, the Con-
tinuity in Representation Act, was introduced 
in the 108th Congress. The bill received a 
hearing before the House Administration Com-
mittee on September 24, 2003, and it was 
marked up by both the House Administration 
(on November 19, 2003) and House Judiciary 
Committees (January 21, 2004). Amendments 
adopted on the House floor included one that 
would protect the rights of military and over-
seas voters to participate in the expedited 
elections, and a provision that provided explic-
itly that all federal laws governing the adminis-
tration of federal elections would apply. 

Because H.R. 2844 was a bipartisan bill that 
resonates best with America’s democratic val-
ues, on April 22, 2004, it passed the House on 
an overwhelming bipartisan basis by a more 
than 3-to-1 margin, by a vote of 306–97. 

As part of a bipartisan agreement, I agreed 
to a markup of Representative BAIRD’s pro-
posed constitutional amendment (H.J. Res. 83 
in the 108th Congress) in the Judiciary Com-
mittee. That was done on May 5, 2004. Com-
mittee Members all had the opportunity to 
offer amendments to H.J. Res. 83 to either 
perfect its language or replace it entirely with 
the text of any other version of the amend-
ment. During the markup, I asked if there were 
any Members who wanted to offer amendment 
more than half a dozen times. The Judiciary 
Committee adversely reported out H.J. Res. 
83, so all Members could have an opportunity 
to vote on it on the House floor. 

The constitutional amendment the House 
voted on was the approach supported by Rep-
resentative BRIAN BAIRD, the Member who is 
widely regarded as the most outspoken House 
proponent of appointed Members. This pro-
posal and a host of others have been exten-
sively studied by scholars both inside and out-
side of Congress, including during the last 
Congress, and by previous Congresses, going 
back some 50 years. It remains a terrible idea 
because it would introduce into our Founding 
document, for the first time, the concept that 
laws can be written by an unelected aristoc-
racy. That is a bad idea now, and it was a bad 
idea then, when the House of Representa-
tives, controlled by both Democrats and Re-
publicans, rejected all constitutional amend-
ments authorizing appointed House Members 
sent to it by the Senate, even during the 
height of the Cold War. 

The conclusion of the Continuity in Govern-
ment Commission’s (a privately-funded com-
mission’s) report recommending a constitu-
tional amendment that would deny the right to 
self-government under laws enacted by elect-
ed representatives states that ‘‘The exact de-
tails of a solution are less important than that 
the problem be addressed seriously and expe-
ditiously.’’ (This is from page 31 of the re-
port, which can be found at http://
www.continuityofgovernment.org/report/re-
port.html.) 

On June 2, 2004, the House voted on H.J. 
Res. 83 and generally on the question of 
whether Americans should be governed by 
laws passed by an unelected aristocracy. 
There are only two ways to go on the issue: 
either you support an appointed House—the 
‘‘details,’’ by the Continuity in Government 
Commission’s own admission, are relatively 
unimportant—or you support preserving law-

making by an elected House. Representative 
BAIRD, the author of H.J. Res. 83, said of a 
constitutional amendment—quote—‘‘The more 
urgent matter is to put that measure before 
the body.’’ On June 2, 2004, that measure 
was put before the House, and the House 
overwhelmingly rejected it by a vote of 63–
353, a margin of over 5–1. That margin of de-
feat of a constitutional amendment is histori-
cally large. 

The right to self-government under laws 
passed by the People’s chosen representa-
tives has endured since America’s birth, 
through two World Wars, a Civil War, a Cold 
War, and now a war against terrorism. The 
terrorists would like nothing more than to 
make us rewrite our Constitution to reflect 
their twisted vision of autocratic rule. The Con-
tinuity in Representation Act rejects that ter-
rorist vision and would preserve the right to 
elected representation.
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Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col-
leagues here in the House of Representatives 
to join me as I rise to congratulate Reverend 
Lucius Williams on his 25 years as pastor of 
Second Baptist Church in Belleville, New Jer-
sey. Second Baptist is indeed fortunate to 
have the dynamic and creative energy Pastor 
Williams offers to his congregation. Likewise, 
Pastor Williams is blessed to have a member-
ship that honors and respects him enough to 
celebrate this significant milestone with him. 

Reverend Williams was installed as pastor 
of Second Baptist Church in February, 1980. 
He holds a Bachelor of Science degree in the-
ology from United Bible College in Orlando, 
Florida. His ministry is filled with love for his 
congregation and he works tirelessly toward 
enhancing his members’ theocratic experi-
ence. Under his pastoral watch, several min-
istries have been established. They include: 

The Sisters Sharing Ministry, a ministry fo-
cusing on the needs of women and children; 
the Eliza B. Goldston Scholarship Foundation, 
a ministry that raises the awareness and im-
portance of education through scholarship; the 
Valley Community Development Corporation, 
a ministry that incorporates community devel-
opment and neighborhood beautification along 
with a tutorial program and English as a sec-
ond language; SBC Praise Ministry, a ministry 
that lifts the name of Jesus in song; Hosanna 
Praise Dance Ministry, a ministry that lifts the 
name of Jesus in dance; the Christian Edu-
cation Ministry, a ministry that focuses on 
Christian walk through education and 
mentorship; the Prison Ministry, a ministry that 
focuses on the needs of men and women in 
the penal system. 

Pastor Williams’ commitment to his church 
and the surrounding area are evident in his 
other activities. Along with his wife, the former 
Patricia Gabriel, the Crossroads of Life Chris-
tian Bookstore was established in June, 1976. 
He has received numerous awards for his out-
standing love and passion to the work of the 
church, business and community. 
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Mr. Speaker, I know my colleagues join me 

in letting Pastor Williams’ family, friends and 
congregation know that his 25 years of service 
are greatly appreciated. I also wish him well in 
continuing his leadership to both Second Bap-
tist and the community.
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. Speaker, as 
someone born and raised in the town of 
Altamonte Springs, Florida, it is a special 
honor to support the designation of the United 
States Postal Service located at 321 Mont-
gomery Road in Altamonte Springs, Florida, 
as the Arthur Stacey Mastrapa Post Office 
Building. 

SGT Arthur Stacey Mastrapa, a former 
Postal Service employee, was killed in Iraq 
last June while serving his country as an Army 
Reservist. Naming the Altamonte Springs Post 
Office after Sergeant Mastrapa is an honor be-
fitting of a man who dedicated his life to serv-
ing his fellow citizens and eventually made the 
ultimate sacrifice for his nation. 

Sergeant Mastrapa was killed in June 2004 
after serving nearly 400 days in Iraq as part of 
a Military Police unit of the Army Reserve. 
Sergeant Mastrapa joined the Army in 1992 
and later joined the Army Reserve in 1998 
after leaving active duty. When he was not 
serving with his reserve unit, he served as a 
postal worker at the Altamonte Springs Post 
Office. Sergeant Mastrapa leaves behind his 
wife Jennifer and two children. Sergeant 
Mastrapa was a model American. 

Mr. Speaker, each of the 24 other members 
of the Florida Congressional delegation sup-
ports this legislation because it not only hon-
ors Sergeant Mastrapa’s life, but it also thanks 
his family for their sacrifice and creates a per-
manent memorial that his coworkers at the 
post office can remember him by.
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HIGHLIGHTING RECENT DEVELOP-
MENTS IN THE ARMENIAN-AZER-
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HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 
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Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, as a result of the 
Armenia-Azerbaijan conflict, Armenian forces 
occupy the mountainous region of Nagorno 
Karabagh, as well as seven additional regions, 
resulting in a million refugees and internally 
displaced Azerbaijanis. 

Located between Russia and Iran, Azer-
baijan is an important partner and ally in the 
international war against terrorism. While bilat-
eral cooperation on terrorism-related issues 
between the U.S. and Azerbaijan started well 
before September 11, they intensified with 
Azerbaijan offering unconditional support to 
the coalition and becoming the first Muslim 
country to send troops to Iraq. 

While there have been several attempts to 
find a resolution to the conflict under the Orga-

nization for Security and Co-operation in Eu-
rope (OSCE) Minsk Process, little progress 
has been made. However, the U.S. continues 
to work towards the end. According to a re-
cent State Department statement: ‘‘The United 
States does not recognize Nagorno-Karabakh 
as an independent country, and its leadership 
is not recognized internationally or by the 
United States. The United States supports the 
territorial integrity of Azerbaijan and holds that 
the future status of Nagorno-Karabakh is a 
matter of negotiation between the parties. The 
United States remains committed to finding a 
peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh 
conflict through the Minsk Group process. We 
are encouraged by the continuing talks be-
tween the Foreign Ministers of Armenia and 
Azerbaijan.’’ 

On January 25, 2005, the Parliamentary As-
sembly of the Council of Europe adopted a 
resolution on the Nagorno Karabagh conflict, 
which concluded that ‘‘considerable parts of 
Azerbaijan’s territory are still occupied by the 
Armenian forces and separatist forces are still 
in control of the Nagorno-Karabakh region.’’ 
Additionally it asked the co-chairs of the 
OSCE Minsk Group to expedite an agreement 
on the issue and urged the parties concerned 
to comply with U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions by refraining from any armed hostilities 
and ‘‘by withdrawing military forces from any 
occupied territories.’’

Mr. Speaker, this shows the international 
community is ready for a resolution of the con-
flict. I welcome the initiatives by the Council of 
Europe and the statement by the U.S. Admin-
istration, and I urge my colleagues to support 
a peaceful resolution to the conflict.
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Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, throughout the month of February, I would 
like to recognize outstanding African Ameri-
cans of the 2nd Congressional District of Mis-
sissippi, and their contribution to Black History. 
The 23 counties of the 2nd District are well 
represented from both a local and national 
perspective. 

Americans have recognized black history 
annually since 1926, first as ‘‘Negro History 
Week’’ and later as ‘‘Black History Month.’’ In 
fact, black history had barely begun to be 
studied—or even documented—when the tra-
dition originated. Although blacks have been in 
America as far back as colonial times, it was 
not until the 20th century that they gained a 
presence in our history books. 

Though scarcely documented in history 
books, if at all, the crucial role African Ameri-
cans have played in the development of our 
nation must not be overlooked. 

I would like to recognize Mrs. Julia Thomas 
of Washington County. Mrs. Thomas has been 
an advocate for young African Americans 
throughout her life. She has been instrumental 
in getting young African-Americans elected to 
public office. She is a member of the Progres-
sive Art and Civic Club that provides scholar-
ships to African-American students to help fur-
ther their education. 

Mrs. Thomas’ dedication to the citizens of 
Washington County is also recognized through 
the sponsorship of twenty to thirty girls to par-
ticipate in Literacy Bowls, and workshops on 
etiquette, attitude, mannerism, drugs, health, 
politics, etc. 

Mrs. Thomas also volunteers 85 percent of 
her time going to schools to talk to students 
about the contributions that African-Americans 
have made and are still making in the State of 
Mississippi and throughout the nation. Some 
examples of Mrs. Thomas hard work and dedi-
cation to having African Americans rep-
resented in the political arena include Mr. 
Davis Weathersby (African-American) serving 
as Election Commissioner for 2 terms and Mr. 
Mark Seard being elected to the Office of Su-
pervisors. 

Even though she has not been the ‘‘1st’’ 
she has made numerous contributions to her 
race. Throughout her lifetime she has kept the 
motto to ‘‘lift as she climbs.’’ 

I take great pride in recognizing and paying 
tribute to this outstanding African American of 
the 2nd Congressional District of Mississippi 
who deserves mention, not only in the month 
of February but year round.
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IN HONOR OF ROTARY INTER-
NATIONAL’S 100TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 16, 2005

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Rotary International on 100 years 
of outstanding service worldwide. 

Founded on February 23, 1905 in Chicago, 
Illinois, Rotary International is an organization 
of business and professional leaders that pro-
vides humanitarian service, encourages high 
ethical standards in all vocations, and helps 
build goodwill and peace in the world. Today, 
there are nearly 1.2 million Rotarians belong-
ing to more than 31,000 Rotary clubs located 
in 166 countries. We are very fortunate to 
have 11 Rotary Clubs in the 29th Congres-
sional District. The Burbank, Burbank Sunrise, 
Alhambra, Altadena, San Gabriel, Pasadena, 
Pasadena Sunrise, South Pasadena, Glen-
dale, Glendale Sunrise, and Monterey Park 
Rotary clubs have individually contributed to 
Rotary International’s mission and have united 
in the ideal of service. 

More than one million Rotary members have 
volunteered their time and personal resources 
to protect over 2 billion children in 122 coun-
tries from polio. Rotary has contributed over 
$500 million to the global polio eradication 
campaign and spearheaded the polio rededi-
cation efforts of the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the World 
Health Organization (WHO). It is also a proud 
supporter of educational opportunities for stu-
dents, teachers, and other professionals. 
These clubs are community gems that have 
wholeheartedly donated their time, effort, and 
passion to causes of worldwide importance. 

I ask all Members of Congress to join me 
today in honoring Rotary International on their 
100th Anniversary and recognizing their impor-
tant services to local communities and the 
world.
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